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XI.—CANADA'S LEADING IMPORTS, FISCAL YEARS 1880, 1900, 1910, 1920, 1930,
AND 1937—concluded.

No. Commodity. 1390. 1900, 1910. 1920. 1930. 1937,
$ $ $ $ ¢ $
T4 (Splces. . .ovvvvirrinirvnranns 213,677 242 597 428,076 1,130,902| 1,478,575 936,718
75 |Hatsandecaps................ 1,258,409 1,637,422F 3,420,609 4,216,333 2.908,340 921, 239
76 |Copper and products.......... 484,189 1,271,270| 3,488,260 8,568,035 14,508,632 9046, 088
77 Plgnts and trees.............. 136,326 28,510 178,470 709,507 1,913,447 837,588
78 |Animals, living............... 837,385 841,168 1,711,723| 2,570,377 2,802,754 812,702
70 M!ISIcal instruments,...,..... 434,514 390,407 1,207,592 4,329,093] 3,130,873 806,985
80 Nickel-nlated ware........... 13,578  15.843 573,591 1.630,047| 3,022,035 717,071
81 |Pigs and ingots, iron.......... 1,704,563 1,293,940 2,229,0585] 1,754,627|- 2,716,924 662,695
82 [Boap...oooviiiiir it 148,618 446,136 s13.619) 1,534,082 1,318,418 561,482
83 |Balt. .. it 309,540 325,433 465,263 1,336,176 897,925 453,655
R4 (Butter............covvvinnnnn 62,212 290,220 92,934 176,994| 14,471,688 407,324

Canada’s Principal Exports.—Statement XII, which follows, gives Canada’s
leading domestic exports for the fiscal years ended 1890, 1900, 1910, 1920, 1930,
and 1937, arranged in descending order of importance in 1937. In the interpretation
of these figures of the main commodities exported, the same qualifications should
apply regarding price changes and business fluctuations as cited above in the case
of imports. Furthermore, since agriculture still constitutes the leading source of
Canadian exports, variations in erop conditions here and in other parts of the world
cause important fluctuations in the year to year volume and value of exports.

Over the period of 47 years covered by the statement, the changes in Canada’s
exports have been very great, both in volume and in the relative importance of
commodities. The great agricultural expansion of the Canadian West had scarcely
begun in 1890. The leading exports then were sawmill and timber products, cheese,
fish, cattle, barley, coal, and furs—indicating the large dependence of Canadian
production at that time upon the eastern forests, mixed-farming areas, and fisheries.
The four leading exports in 1937 were very unimportant in 1890. The year 1910
is the earliest year in the statement in which wheat appears as the leading export,
although this first occurred in 1906. The rise of the great pulp and paper industry
to a leading position has been still more recent, and similarly with regard to the
production of non-ferrous metals, automobiles, and rubber tires. The export of
non-monetary gold bullion has been of sufficient importance for separate classi-
fication only since 1926. On the other hand, exports of the products of mixed-
farming operations, such as cattle, hides, cheese and butter, while showing wide
fluctuations, have not expanded proportionately, and in some cases were very little
or no greater in 1936 than in 1890. Much of the new agricultural area developed
since 1890 has heen better adapted to grain growing than to mixed-farming oper-
ations, so that, owing to the growth of population, the production of the older mixed-
farming districts is to a larger extent consumed within the country. The rapid
progress during the past two decades of the mining and metallurgical industries
producing non-ferrous metals in Canada is illustrated in this statement by the
increased importance since 1910 of exports of non-monetary gold, copper, nickel,
silver, zine, lead, aluminium, and platinum. The part played by these industries
in supporting Canada’s export trade has increased since 1930 with the curtailment
of world trade in agricultural products. Indeed, in 1937, these great mining and
metallurgical industries provided exports almost equal to those of agriculture and
greater than those derived from the forest resources of Canada. In this connection
mention should be made of the influence of low-cost hydro-electric power. The



